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“Noted Geologist Gives Information
on "Jillson's Cave"

by
iy Willard Rouse Jillsan, Sc. D. . .~
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Returning from a field trip into castern Kentucky a icu doys since, 1
.found that you had sent me a copy of your very interesting book: -"Caves of
Washington". During the ten days or so that it has beem here, scarccly e
_.» one has passed that I have not spent some time looking through it. £ D
Wuite naturally, onc wight s ay, I first tumed to the index to see L
~. . ..if the.book containcd any wention of the very high and very rough "Lava
Cave" well up .on the southuwestern flank of iMt.-St. Helens.- In this first
e R thronzh" of the book, I found, of course, "Olc's Cave", page 100-
104, with soveral illustrations and I rcad the description frou. start to
. finish, but thouch I faund it very, very interesting, I rust say that it
is not the lava cave that I found ancd entcred on the upper southwestern
.- -~»flonk. -0le's is stuted on page 100 to be about 1350 feet a.t. If thig, -~
a baronetric level I suppose, was.in errer as ruch as $00', it would not
.make any differ ence as the ¢ aive vhich I ha d in mind and whic h I entered,.. . ..~
as.I told 'you, was certa imly ruch, very much higher, perhaps about 4500
to 5000 feet high. Also the cavern opening was very smch smaller and in
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e .. all probability the cave and-its opening wasr. I think, as I look back in .. .~ "
memory, verymch smaller. It was as I rauuuber very sharp, spikey and W

rough.inside.and onc would.say, uite properly, "small chambercd". Re-
calling well its altitudc.and character-within, I.cdoubt if many residents . .-
—--of Washington State or from clsewherc in this country have s ean it.
It vill ta ke a bright summer da.y, with flunkcys.ca rrying bags.and.bazes. -
~.of. food.and canteens of water and plenty of time, naybe overnight, to find
and explore this "high up".lava .ca .¥ve, that I-found.and enbered.in 1913.
.-~ Butydth .all the-ha rdships a nd large chanee of failurs to locate i,
e Sameopne will do it..someday, if indeod, it has not already. becn donee - Bub.. -
I do-not .sec.anything in your book-thaf laaoks like it to me. ¥
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" "%See Who's Wha 1958; p.142% for W.R. Jillson Hashington rocords
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