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Rep)rt on a Grotto Field Trip to
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br Warren Gibson, Chai m—n

Buried daeply i: a minng engineering thesis, written in UUUUI is
a picture of a limest:me quarr showing two cave entrances. The cap-
t:0n of the pictue nentions the rye of e qurry. On another page of
the ;hesis is a brief description of the qurrxr. Frm this description
we knew:

00l 10e qulrry had baen abandoned before [UJOUI

2. An overead cableway had been ued to tranport the lime-
stone ccrss tt3 Stillagurinish River where it was loaded on cars of
Te no,; abandon:d Mnte Cristo Railroad. The li@estone was then
Lhipped a mile Jr so West to tlle kB discovered by Peter McLellan
and WarreH GibsJn, and descrbed in Cascade Cave Report No.

U0 DOOC DO0OOIwas within U000 a mile of Ul tunnel OOl the Mon-
fe Cris;.o Rilr:ad.

After colsidera:lH study, Tom Steinbur, our newest memer, reached
cze conclusi.on UO0OO! OO0 quar = we soug!tt must UU0 D00 U0 most of three
snowil on a USED quadrangle rap of the Granmte Falls areao This one quar-
-7 ,'0, ccross the river from the :a:lroad, and about hall a mile SE from
, tu,ls B tle qurrz7 had previously been reported to be SH f:om the tu'-
nal). Tor. noted several landrarks on the map which, ® they still exis-
ted, l,culd OleCe us within a few hllldred ya*d of the quarry. A lake
.nd 3-rarp, enc a drt road h2ving a pecuiar bend in it.

Ar.ec Tu, Tor aild some friend spent a Srl.day afteroon nosing
¢3:0=. the Grirnite Fall's area, and; to their surrise, founc both the
lale and svlarrp, and the road with the odd bend. On the strength of this
chee:i+ib ne;;s H, was decided that on April the 12th, 1953, co:e rain or
shins" tte Glot:co wculd assemile at Granite Palls and find that qurry
il its cave" It i..ined. A steady, soaking drzzle.

Nsv r-tle-less, at the eld of a road having a peculiar bend, and
1-.r a sr.11 lake ard .,,az, that morning of the twelfth of April, DI
Jeely .nd his wii'e, Tom Stainwa and his 1:H'e, and Warren Gjbson were
seen to don thoil* rriin gear, rnd abandon the warth of their cars to
-ace the sogc— ude:bruh. He hiked for peraps half a mile farter on
t:le old road, there impassable to c:rs, to where it ended abrutly at
the tOp of < bluff cverlooking the deeply entrenched Stillagua .sh R-
ver, At thif point a deep gash, or notch. at the angle of tle bluf
;uvc us the false hcpe that we were stcnding where the old quarry
eabll ny st.r\td its span of the river. This notch, it later developed
ntd t"e top End of nl abandoned log shuteo It was decided that the
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- cJ-- w2,] trB:c we co,lc locate the mB:'r was to seek out positive evid-
8k;: o/ the :'cl:cins )f th3 cableway, and follow where the evidence lead.
21 2nc the %0 girl3 elected to comb the flat, brushey floor of the val-
12,; :zran the notch, iil a widen.ng fan to the toe of a nearby hill. Tom
c Olesll jsur: to c.iss-0ross tle heavily timbered face of the hill
irot: eLe ralley flo):! -p to about a plu fou hudred feet.

?5 st( the.» 3e.rcl, Tor Gnd W:rren went to the point where toe
e {.e Lill r£i tie iop of the bluff at the Rver, and were elmost im-
C:llu:\y r:wc:ldGe 1. th a re:l find. A old shive fastened to a long
i;ef’ Iyi , COEinlt : dEcayd stump, anc a .0tted timber witl large,
N\ opul-st Fixezll:, tryidlg to perfonn the duty to which they had been
€3S|)|CC EerJ; clOlrIy, were some actUDl remains of the old cableway.
10 ¢l of' =1 -ewccr iJaa olit of h8aciPg et the time, so Tom and Warren

cor.t 0 1'U"e>,,: clu00 cloxrl. Ten loc."ed cnother fallen, spike studded
L)oo SLe- £ b'n . 0lgh 2.re ,:licn rle tried to follow u the hill.
4 /:0u-0 ¢ i cLi82 holld, hic \;orked some nlou-d mines; and the like,
] Al e Dalin WisiRiEg Jﬂ:kﬂa“ tl:i). to follol;. C2ble-cy, conreyr belts,
i E oooeldscye legrse ¢ osirnnlk: tlhebl. A pEth of spilled occ. Af'ter
; i ool zosr, 1in021" rdle of limOsJone cilips cou.d vaguely
E S pid:0L 00, in pns8 cf the covell of fallen fir needles <d dead
§ \::L ooty 1o nor: o dlle greulld, \l00cell follOled th:s faillt, trail
sl o/t ool Bl Ovine ord wAdOor long fallen logs, through brambles
* -% 0.0 i ClﬁQ, and. pl,tclles of weteZ soaked ferns thet stood taller
i ; Ins( [es’ Or;pected at h3uUd. 2 e2F, staldiEg oddlll on the
: Tt Q' , W, a s:eeply siaar pile oi' limestore rubble. Pu-
wll-- o <r s gl 26, WEir.n.slifje:ed Jo the top of the rubble, and
: gnoils s J-v2l ))eip, ity th2t 162d directly i:ta &n alpi“heater cut
r o o oo ti:lide. "he qu.rr,. W:TrekE cell0d Tom. {ho wes, ae that
] 4 "'“cJ LLli"ir;j feOl cm:n tl:. hill, m:d, togethell, they enterd
: LG s C t'sii [J:a,t. Jts5; ,itllil cb:z sccep walled notch that
ot Mp, tr(s ntralce, la)! one last, l'usied 6vidence of their
1 Z;' ;Q: sh:.'e th,d: i-2c fore: the npel end of th8 cableway.
© ot = PG lLeiet Fotfl frret abolrc tle quarilr Floor; just as tlle pie-
* 211 +lho :}I :IHJ;] tklcsis h;.c sllOl::r, wcls "10 ccve ertr&nc0, a llolc
] Tl e : 1. ¢7.:.1CC811 Blieatl: is llole, crd poir'ting dollinl[ird
3 HENe] (] k) v ¢l quickly e2ded in a pool o2 w.tar. As Tom
J:; L_ _jy] x. ot The p::1 (le3s tha In—e feet deep). War-
Shaunoaiges 0o cc.dd errCer the UFJGE hole.
iuicellr chrde i'eet bacO £:0m the face of the qt™rrJ he found a
.. cl,cull: :00L. about flve feet across, and Just tall enough to
7 } : L;} ¥ ¢ te thrc t h:s head into a snhkll, blind hole in the"roof of
3 o T 'Y' :2loo:, sJoped into a sr 1l indelltat:on in the wall of the
I, el g f S;: aDJ anti-ch.ril8i* which Wi.S _illed vith water.
; -'~¢.}ic [ :c;,2.:0i,t let dm,n, beccuse tlc cave could be classed only
o’ ! _agfl 2 ,: 6 '
CCR Ifo. 6 HAYES
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zs a shelter, Tom aid Warren called the rest of the party up to the
cuarry so that they, too, could share in the "discovery'. Tom, and Del

ud g fissure which ran at an angle from the cave to the top of the

vorrewr.  Trey found that, after digging away some of the loose soil that
ilen ir, & man could enter the fissure.
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Iz amount of farther probing could .enlarge the fissure into a cave
will have a cave if we have to dig one). Saddened by anothsr “let-
.., the party he~ded back to tie warmth and dryness of their cars.
i?3 no longer raining. It was now snowing!

o

In retrospect, we feel that the trip was not entirely a lost cause.
ittal o

¥ traced a cave rumor to its source, and we had a lot
espite the rain and snow. Surely our perseverance will

]
[SINE O

Zth a real, dark, stelagtite filled cave.
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GOAT SHELTERS

by Charles H. Earriscn

s ere 7/10 mile wast of the Barlow Pass guerd sta-
Loop Highwzy of Vvashington and were exglored by
Stuart Periy on May 30, 1953. Carol and Joan Mar-
eblood were in support at the car.

ere it most nearliy epproached
o the right, once acrcss a

r, down logs to help us climb
lore the nezr-bareness of the
asy and we rad our down logs pic-
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the rocks we got on a

ve moutn guarded by a cedsr

2, but belay points if you in-

=l and adeguate on the rock.
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. A previcus exploration iz reportzd (by the Ver-

olding cut the cadar is on your right, end thz road, curving
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t below and L50-500 yards away. It bears 60° true

2 dropped dova to the base of the rocks and contoured along and
870w vhem abotb 300 yaerds, crossing a draw which leads up to the sky-
Iinizr  Beyond this we reached a point from which we could see under a
* cverhang €0 feet or so sway, and also up to a larger opening visi-
Jrcm tre hignweay. This slope is not too steep and the route should
than Class 3. If any obstacle exists, a route up the gully
', and dovn 50 or 60 feet of rappel from the ridge top to the
=

o
2¢, &n
2z should cer:ainly go. This traverse took 20 minutes.

)

Acturn to the car took 30 minutes. The brush was heavier on our
voote nock to ths creek, and the most practical wey tc the uprer open-
bz that vwe took, excluding the detour to the lower shelter.
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Al UNUSUAL CAVE IN TRAVERTINE
by W.R. Halliday

Fermation Sav:, a few miles northeast of Soda 5prings, Idsho, was
femwerly & noued ngrist atirection, and is still irdicated, albeit
1 305 o incorrectly, on many road maps of southeastern Idalio. Re-
mioolble in anpeararce and occurrance, it seems strauge thet it has re-
o relnzd 3y overicok:d by speleoleogists.

oy

|_!

@ opinicn of the origin of the cave, despite its
a grokn of hot spring terreces, holds it to be
Tuvicn. The orly kunown speleoi. gi csl mention of
r totelly unfaemilier with hut spring ter-
:ally misdescribed the aiec. It was with
theretore, tret the writer found himself enter-
» of n gou; (rimstone te race), externzlly iden-
large size, to that surrourding a.y rimstone
cave.
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cave, it became obvious that the course of the
wed the outline cof the terrace. Since this cculd
! :c f:ulsrcg for d;stance of over 300 feet, it was apparent that this
¢nuv;L0“ wes by no means a-cidantal‘.The question of the mode of
the cave then arose.

czl.

= crezi of the terrace in which Formation Cave is located rises
feet above the lowest point in the now-dry jiool which it for-
CCJpaased and about 10 feet above its base st its midpoint.
ical of such terraces, its height from the base line becomes
progress;vely less on each arm until it blends indictinguishably with

(1) Bischoff, E.W. Caves of the Far West. Bull. NSS L:21, 19L2.
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o edjoining terrace flows of equal height.

The interior of the cave proved of considerable interest, and of
zid in deciphering the origin of the cave. The inner wall in all loca-
1 t:-ns takes the form of a steep travertine cascade, levelling out at

tha floor to form a troad platform. In a few areas, it is possible to
slip between the steeply inclined ceiling and the margin of this plat-
form and observe tha® its edge curves abruptly downward to form another
terrace level about i feet lower. The outer wall and ceiling are in-
variably one and the same. Near-vertical at the base, it is of prc-
gressively but irregularly arching nature. Throughout the majority of
its considerable extent, it approximates a LS degree angle. In a helf-
doren points it lacks contact with the inner wall by distances of a few
inches to about a me.er. Most of these appear to be natural, though
somewtket modified by man.

4 The morphology of this unusual cave thus strongly suggests that it
: was formed by a gour which developed at the base of an overflowing hot
spiring terrace pe~t, and, during its growth, arched backwards in typi-
cal geur fashion to make contact with the pool wall. The leading objec-
; tion to this belief lies in the fact that some rimstones, 1 to 2 inches
in height, show an ill-defined central space. Although wvestly differ-
ert in apprearance, until all the processes involved in both these cases
are explained, some doubt must remain. Nevertheless, pending further
studies, there is every reason to believe that Formation Cave and simi-
lar, snaller examples a few dozen yards away, are the result of coal-
escence of gour and terrace wall in an unusual hot spring travertine
deposit,
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