, Pffér wclellan, sditor : ) iublished intermit entlv by
<206 urescent Lrive GabUnby Cave wiml CT ;3 the Cascade Crotto, NS5
veattle. wish. Sewt. 15, 1651

bisg slot vadls THoN NoVED = fveld LF vooY LATE
girst officisl uiscade Grotio trip to bend area

S b TR | R GRREehd EERE B 50080 Gio iephRe  vding Thil Gilbgpesr.
the lava tubes of the bBend srea of (reron (see CCH #2). Aside irom & winor alter-
cstion vith the lzw in (eomond :nd the necessitiv for checkine section mrrkers in 8
snowstern every few minutes for the last 12 miles, the trir was uneventful until we
arprozched our first terget, Skeleton u:i ve, 2t about 3:30 AV. Then 2n eerie lirht
apreared thircuph the trees st.out 10' o!f the grcund. +s we ervrroached, it re=solved

inte ¢ uvoleren linuvern, b: la:ced atop ~ezr on Gene fanson's car. “he occurants,

1:0wevLr, were nuwierc te .e i'ound #nd ve were in nc rood to hunt them up, "hil
grattec his slerring b:g &nd headed Jor t.e c:ive to ret cut of the sleet = the oth-
ers were Lo¢ tired L@ get cut ol ~he crr

wone threc hours -later .e were evtkened b & st:rtled shout from the denths
of ci.ve = the rortl: nd-Vencouver contingent of lienson #nd Sunt. Hiort of Fort
Vencouver, . r.on., had awskened and stunbled over FPhil on their way out. 2As we were
break{ssting, Johnellis Jones &nd &nother Icuntazineer friend drove in ffom Seattle.

Skelevon Czve, which we explored and mepped, is & l:vas tube about 50(0' long,
with interesting lava flow patterns. C(nly one branch rassage exists, enterins the
main tube about hsli way in. hlere wi:s round the fossil tear which pave the cave
its name, Hjort, wiih wide exrerience in the lava tubes of liawaii, rointed out
repeatedly examples of the different ratterns of lavs flow.

Un emerging, we found li.il. ‘ionseth, Fort .iock District .lanper, who subsecuently
actcd s our guide, swaiting us. Following his truck, the cavalcade herded for
arnold Ice Cave, & small remnsnt of a lave tube which was formerly the source of ice
tor the city of Bend. :ntered through & smell hole lerding to zn 2lmost verticel
slore of ice, moderately expert rore vork is recuired.

+» short distence away is . ind Cave, 5000' of extremely rough floor and meny
great piles of rock, with many impressive chambers of a2 size rarelv encountered in
limestone. The portion of the party which reached the rear found a few names
indicsting thtt contrery to local orinion, the cave had been comnletely exrloted
before, Of interest in this cave were smell ice stzlaemites growing beneath a
hole in the roof.

''he next target was to be Lerrick Ceve, some 25 miles to the south. The storm,
however, had reduced the rosdd to the point where logging trucks were stuck in the
mud, so the second car from Seattle drovred out to hesd for Crater Lake, and the
others bunked in at Cawvin Lake ilanger S+ation. Surveyors Ice Cave was still snowbound,

vouth lce Ceve, visited early the ncxt morning, was found to be at the criticel
point for ice deposits ¢nd held wcrthy of meteorologicel study. "he 300% of the
mwajor end wis explcred, end the ice domes, lake and stalactites well rhotogrerhed,

liere the gerty disbended for lLhe lofiF 1ull back. ‘he Vencouver-tortlend car,
twoweve.r, visited the rort iock thelter arez befcre returning. 1t was felt thst
despite the weather znd the distances involved thet the trip wes well worthwhi.e
and the area most interesting. I'uture trips to others of the wsny ceves in the area
are plenned.





